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 Future Stars USA  

Carnesville, G A 
Future Stars USA is a promotional products company.  It is family owned by Jay 

and April Thurmond.  They specialize in personalized T-Shirts, trophies, awards, 

car tags, window decals, embroidery and much more. You can check them out at 

www.futurestars-usa.com or for more information call, 706-384-2242. 

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚ 

Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ōŀǎŜΚ  Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ /ƘŀƳπ
ōŜǊ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ  

ƹƹPlease feel free to call or email to let us know whatõs on your mind.  Your ideas and suggestions are always welcomed.   
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Construction Progress... 

Franks Insurance Agency, Inc.  

Lavonia, GA  

Franks Insurance Agency provides quick and risk free quotes for health and life insurance, homeowners and 

renters, auto insurance and more.  You can call to speak to a knowledgeable and friendly insurance profession-

al for a quick and hassle-free insurance quote.  They can help you save money on insurance.  706-356-4441. 

TY COBB REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER  

Scheduled to open Summer 2012 

The 155,000 sq. ft. hospital will be located near exit 173 off I-85 at 367 Clear Creek Drive in Lavonia, Ga.   

§ 56 private patient rooms with private bath 

§ Floor to ceiling windows for natural light 

§ Intensive Care Unitð8 private rooms 

§ Emergency Dept.ð14 beds, including 2 trauma rooms 

§ Four new surgical suites offering state of the art equip-

ment 

§ Separate covered entrances for public / ambulances 

§ OB area will have 3 private Labor & Delivery rooms/ six 

post-partum rooms 

§ Latest in diagnostic imaging equipment 

Ty Cobb Regional Medical Center will have a 66,000 sq. ft. Medical 

Office Bldg for Physician Offices. Healthcare specialists with offices in 

the building:  Cardiology, Gastroenterology, General Surgery, Obstet-

rics and Gynecology, Oncology, Orthopedics. 

The ground floor of the building will have a Wellness Center which will 

be open to the public for memberships. 

 



 

 

C O M M U N I T Y  

The Leadership Franklin Class of 2011 had their graduation ceremony on Thursday, November 3, 2011.  After eight weeks of Thursdayôs, 18 par-

ticipants graduated from the program.  Everyone was welcomed by Cary Bennett, President of The Franklin County Chamber of Commerce.  The 

guest speaker was Dennis Chastain, Vice President, Community and Economic Development Georgia EMC.   Recognition of the graduates was 

done by Ann Bowman, President LF 2009 and Cheryl Harris, Vice President LF 2009.   

The participants were exposed to diverse leadership styles and philosophies which are critical components of leadership development.  The mod-

ules that were presented were:  Understanding Leadership, Communicating Effectively, Making Group Decisions, Building Communities through 

Collaboration, and Leading Community Change.  Information regarding current and future economic development in Franklin County was also 

shared.   

Leadership Franklin  

Georgia Academy for Economic Development  

Franklin County Graduates  

The Board of the Georgia Academy for Economic Development announces Franklin County graduates from the 2011 Region 2 Multi-Day Train-

ing Program.  Class participants represented a number of professional and non-professional economic development fields, including elected offi-

cials, public servants, business leaders, educators, and social service providers from thirteen counties in North Georgia.  The Academy provided 

each of the graduates an opportunity to gain a unique understanding of the complexities of economic and community development on the local, 

regional, and state levels. 

The Academyôs multi-day program, taught one day a month over a four-month period, includes training in the basics of economic and community 

development, plus specialized segments on business recruitment and retention, tourism product development, downtown development,  quality 

planning, redevelopment and other essentials for community success.  In addition, the curriculum features specific leadership skills such as con-

sensus building, ethics in public service, collaborative leadership and other segments needed for effective community leadership in economic 

development.  

Franklin County graduates at the November 8th ceremony included: Lynn East, Angela Whidby, and Marie Morse 

Participant                    Company                                          Committee Choice  

Pat Appling                     Self-employed                                         Civic 

Tim Bennett                   North Georgia Technical College             Business 

Patrick Dollar                 Grant & Green LLC                                 Business 

Matt Farrow                   Pinnacle Bank                                          Business 

Ron Felice                      Ty Cobb Healthcare System                     Business/Civic 

Andrew Frederick           Franklin County H.S.                               Civic/Education 

Emily Hayes                    ESI Staffing                                               Membership 

Anne Hightower             Ty Cobb Healthcare System                      Civic 

Tom Johnston                 Patriot Farms                                           Business/Education 

Ara Joyce                        Edward Jones                                           Civic 

John Noell                       Self-employed                                          Education 

Grant Reed                     The Printing Co-Op                                  Civic 

Candy Ross Rhoades       City of Royston                                        Business 

Patricia Swails                 Retired                                                    Business 

Karry Weaver                 FC Farm Bureau                                       Membership/Education 

Paul Withers                   Witherõs Construction                              Business 

Nikki Bentley                  Franklin County H.S.                                  Education Committee 

Aida Reynolds                 FC Chamber of Commerce                        All 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO OUR INSTRUCTORS: 

Ricky Josey, Franklin COOP Ex.t. / Franklin County and NE Georgia 

Dr. Michael Stewart, Emmanuel College / Understanding Leadership 

Marie Hendrix, Communications Consultant / Communicating Effectively 

Ken Watkins, FC Collaborative / Building Communities through Collaboration 

Dr. Ruth OôDell, Superintendent Franklin County Schools/ Leading Community Change  

Linda Frederick, Franklin County Schools / Making Group Dedisions 



 

 

LAUNCHING OF NEW HEALTHCARE WING  

On Tuesday, October 25, 2011 NGTCðCurrahee Campus, held a luncheon to celebrate the launching of the new Healthcare Wing! The Expan-

sion Project was approved when Governor Nathan Deal signed the $18.3 billion state budget.  It included $3.2 million for an additional wing to 

house expanded health program offerings on the Currahee Campus of North Georgia Technical College.  Also, The First Citizens Foundation 

donated $15,000 for the pre-design plan on the desired 12,000 square foot expansion to the Currahee Campus in Toccoa.   

Benefits of Currahee Campus Expansion: 

§ Provides five classrooms and two labs for expanded healthcare programs (12,000 sq. ft.) 

§ Supplies the need of the communities for additional healthcare workers 

§ Reduces drive time for students currently taking lab courses at Clarkesville 

§ Allocates more space for industrial programs 

§ Allows more flexibility to possibly provide additional programs of study 

 

 

Left to Right:  Tim Martin, Director of Economic Development ï Stephens County, Barry Roberts, Chair ï Toccoa-Stephens County Chamber of 
Commerce, Wendi Bailey, President ï Toccoa-Stephens County Chamber of Commerce, Steve Dougherty, NGTC President, Lyn Allen, Director 
of Economic Development ï Franklin County, Aida Reynolds, Executive Secretary ï Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, Cam Parker, De-
velopment Authority Chairman ï Stephens County. 

CHAMBER  

MEMBER SURVEY 
BREAKFAST  

Our September Quarterly Luncheon program was Drugs Donôt Work.  Chuck Wade , President & CEO of The Council on Alcohol and Drugs was 

our guest speaker.  The focus was on how to recognize the threat of drug abuse in the workplace.  Employers and employees have a large stake 

and legitimate role to play in the ñwar on drugs.ò  The Council on Alcohol and Drugs, along with the Drugs Donôt Work in Georgia Program, are 

dedicated to educating employers, employees and the public at large.  Being part of the Drug Free Workplace program can help businesses save 

money by reducing workersô compensation insurance premiums, reduce your absenteeism, and  increase productivity.  In the state of Georgia, 

companies who are active participants in the Drug Free Workplace Program receive a 7.5% discount on workersô compensation insurance. 

Chamber Members were encouraged to set up booths to showcase their businesses.  It was a great opportunity for folks to network and learn 

The Chamber hosted a couple of 7:00 a.m. breakfastôs, one in Lavonia and one in Royston to find out the answers to the questions of What can 

the Chamber do for your business and What can the Chamber do better? Even though the meetings were held pretty early in the morning we 

had a good turnout at both meetings and some great feedback from Chamber members.  The Chamber has since held itôs 2012 Planning meet-

ing and we have some exciting things planned for next year, some of which will directly address  some of the matters that were brought up during 

our breakfast surveys.  More details to follow in our next newsletter. 

QUARTERLY LUNCHEON  

FRANKLIN COUNTY COLLABORATIVE  

The Franklin County Collaborative was created as a partnership of community citizens, agencies, and businesses.  The Franklin County Collabo-
rative is committed to using prevention and early intervention to address the root causes and interrelated nature of problems affecting children 
and families in our county.  The group is working to build, maintain, and advocate for an all-inclusive community network that will assist families 
and children with resources to help them succeed.   

Members:  local government, schools, social service providers, consumers, business, faith-based and civic organizations. 

Goal:  All Franklin County children and families will be physically and emotionally healthy, educated, self-sufficient, safe and contributing mem-
bers of the community. 

Strategy 1:  Provide 8th graders and at risk students with information, training, and supports to ensure school success. 

 

The Collaborative members and partners are constantly working on improving current strategies to ensure success.  In order to be truly success-
ful we will need to partner with local businesses.  We need to involve and engage our youth.  We need to guide, support and encourage youth to 
be successful.  We need local business leaders available to be guest speakers, share knowledge and talents, share success stories, provide op-
portunities for job shadowing, be role models, and provide incentive/prizes for students who attend programs.  Your investment is time and 

knowledge, the ROI:  Priceless!  


